Standardization of the indirect fluorescent antibody test for malaria.
Methods are described whereby results of malarial immunofluorescence tests can be evaluated objectively. The IFA test was quantitated by standardizing the physical system against a fluorescent standard and preparation of biological standards of malarial antisera and fluorescein labelled conjugates. Using these known standards the reactivity of antigens was characterized. It was found that antigen preparations are best when they include mature schizonts, and keep best when they are stored in a dry condition at or below -20 degree C. However, even under carefully controlled conditions of storage, antigens showed considerable variation of reactivity between individual batches.